The History of the Amami Islands #EX#HEDER

The Amami Islands have the following history.
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[7C.—15C.] Ancient Times to the Middle Ages

In the Amami Islands, clans that traded shellfish products with mainland Japan
were active in various areas.
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[15C.—1609] Ryukyu Kingdom

Under the rule of the Ryukyu Kingdom (present day Okinawa), the Amami people were
influenced in areas such as politics, religion, and culture.
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[1609—-19C.] Satsuma Clan

When the Satsuma Clan (present day Kagoshima) ruled over Amami, they ordered
them to cultivate sugarcane, and they forcibly took brown sugar as an annual
tribute.
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[Late 19C.—1945] Meiji Era-Early Showa Era

The Amami Islands became a part of Kagoshima prefecture. World War II broke
out, and Japan lost.
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(1946 —1953] Occupation of the U.S. Military

The Amami people were unable to freely travel and trade with mainland Japan while
occupied by the U.S.
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[December 25, 1953 —present]

On December 25t 1953, the U.S. returned the Amami Islands to the Japanese
government. The Amami people finally became ordinary Japanese people.
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