Question

Why do many endemic species of animals and plants live in The
Amami Islands?
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Answer
OAmami Oshima and Tokunoshima were
once part of the Eurasian Continent.
Long ago, the same animals and plants as
the continents inhabited the area.
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Between 12 million years ago and 2 million years ago
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@ After subsequent crustal deformation,
these regions repeatedly rose and sunk,
separated from the continent, and
became many islands.

Therefore, it is believed that these
animals and plants have evolved
independently on these islands over the
years.
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Between 2 million years ago and current days
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Ancestral species
became extinct
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Evolution to the endemic
species by isolation in the
islands.

As a result, many species of endemic
animals and plants remain in The
Amami Islands and the Okinawa
Islands.
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